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      First Sunday  

and special  

occasions  

PASTOR CRAIGõS CORNER 

Soon we will turn the page of the church calendar to March.  And the season of 

Lent will be immediately upon us.  March 1st is Ash Wednesday and we will begin 

our observance of Lent with our annual Ash Wednesday worship service at 7:30 

pm.   

Lent comes from the Anglo -Saxon word that means òspringó or òspringtime.ó  The 

Lenten season is the 40 -day period that begins on Ash Wednesday and 

continues until the celebration of Easter.  Sundays are not counted in this 40 -day 

period because each Sunday is a òlittle Easteró ð a celebration of the Risen Lord.   

Historically, Lent was a time when baptismal candidates would begin a period of 

self-examination, self -discipline, and denial in preparation for their baptism at 

Easter.  We recall the 40 days that Jesus spent in the wilderness to spiritually 

prepare for the beginning of his ministry.   

Likewise, during the 40 days of Lent, we are called to discern and contemplate 

how God is calling us to òspring forthó and grow in our faith as we consider what 

Christ has done and is doing in our life and in our faith community. I challenge 

you to prayerfully consider how Jesus is calling you to move out of your òcomfort 

zoneó and grow in faith during Lent. 

The spiritual disciplines of our faith, or òmeans of graceó as John Wesley called 

them, are a special emphasis during Lent. The means of grace include regular 

worship, reading and meditating upon the scriptures, fasting, prayer, celebrating 

the sacraments, and serving others (note the opportunities to move outside our 

church walls to engage in mission and serve others elsewhere in this newsletter). 

These are all time -tested ways we can grow spiritually during Lent or any time of 

the year.  

Be intentional about attending worship services each Sunday in Lent and try to 

find a deeper meaning in the sacrament of Holy Communion whenever we 

celebrate it during Lent.  

I encourage you to join the Adult Sunday School class Lenten study at 9:45 am 

on Sundays, beginning March 8.  They will be studying òThe Way: Walking in the 

Footsteps of Jesus.ó  I preached a sermon series adapted from this book two 

years ago during Lent.  I highly recommend it to you.  Canõt make the class? 

éthen take some time and read through one of the Gospels (Matthew, Mark, 

Luke or John) and the Book of Acts (of the Apostles) during Lent.  Read closely 

and let God speak to your heart.  

òDo not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing 

of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what Godõs will is ð his 

good, pleasing and perfect will.ó  (Romans 12:2, NIV) 

     Grace and Peace,  

        Pastor Craig  
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Please come on Thursdays, at 9 am , for a 30 

minute prayer session held in the sanctuary.   

What a joy it is to be able to spend time lifting 

your friends, family, yourself, and all things on 

your heart to the Lord. A small devotional and  

music to center yourself for prayer is part of 

the session. Please come and give it a try!                                                                                        

Come Pray w i th  Us!  
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Time passes, things change. In this 3 -week sermon series, weõll be looking at the Old Testament 

book of 2 Kings and examining the life of King Hezekiah to see what he can teach us about 

dealing with major changes in life.  

Feb. 12   òWhen Life Is Goodó 

Feb. 19   òWhen Life Is Falling Apartó 

Feb. 26   òWhen Time Is Limitedó 

    

 

           

New Sermon Series - The Times of our Lives  

We are still collecting!Keep 
Eastlandõs Legacy   Going  

Strong! 

This is worth repeating ñ Do something!  

God wants our work to be meaningful and satisfying. No matter what we do, it 

should provide a reason to get up each day and use the talents God has given us. 

As Benjamin Franklin said, òThe man who achieves makes many mistakes, but he 

never makes the biggest mistake of all: doing nothing.ó 

Transfiguration Sunday  

On the Sunday before Ash Wednesday, many Christian churches cele-
brate the Transfiguration of Our Lord. After telling his 
shocked, uncomprehending disciples that he would die 
and rise again, Jesus took Peter, James and John up a 
mountain. Suddenly Jesus appeared to be glowing! òHe 
was transfigured before them, and his face shone like 
the sun, and his clothes became white as lightó 
(Matthew 17:2, ESV).   
 
Moses and Elijah appeared, and a voice said, òThis is my 
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to 
himó (verse 5). Jesusõ disciples fell to the ground, over-

come by fear. But Jesus touched them, told them not to be afraid and 



 

 

òWe cannot pray in love and live in hate and still think we are worshiping God.ó  

ñA.W. Tozer   

 

òThere is no exercise better for the heart than reaching down and lifting people up.ó  

ñJohn Holmes  

 

Please 

welcome 

Logan 

Fellenstein,  
Master of Music /

Choral 

Conducting, as 

our new Choir 

Director. We are 

thrilled to have 

her! 
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Upcoming Yard Sale at Eastland UMC  

Please be on the 

lookout for an 

announcement about 

an upcoming yard 

sale here at Eastland! 

Bill Todd is in the 

planning stages of 

having a yard sale 

hopefully in March. 

Please gather all 

unwanted items and 

kindly contribute 

them to the church! If 

you need to store 

these items prior to the 

yard sale, please see Bill 

Todd about placing 

them in the garage 

storage area.     

Contact Bill Todd at 

540-604-1532 

Only items donated to 

the church to be sold at 

the yard sale may be 

stored in the church 

garage.  

Something to think about...  



Those familiar conversation hearts that show up every February can be more than just 

trite romantic or friendly sayings. Use them to remind you ñ or to teach a child ñ of the 

greatest love of all: Godõs love for us, which empowers our love for others. For example:  

 

Å TRUE LOVE: What love is truer than giving up oneõs only Son so people might have 

everlasting life? (John 3:16).   

Å MINE: Jesus knows us intimately, as a shepherd knows his sheep. No one can snatch us 

from him (John 10:27 -29).  

Å FOREVER: God loves us with an òeverlasting loveó (Jeremiah 31:3).  

Å LOVE ME: The greatest commandment is to love God with our whole being (Luke 

10:27).  

Å TRUST ME: òLet not your hearts be troubled.ó We can count on Jesus, now and for 

eternal life (John 14:1 -3).  

Å SWEET TALK: Godõs words are sweeter than honey (Psalm 119:103).  

Å BE GOOD: We show our love for Christ by keeping his commands (John 14:15).   

Å CALL ME: God longs to be in fellowship with us. We can talk to him anytime in prayer 

(Jeremiah 33:3).   

Å FRIENDS: The greatest love involves laying down your life for your friends (John 15:13) ñ 

precisely what Jesus did.   

Å #1: òWe love because [God] first loved usó (1 John 4:19).   

 

Adult Sunday School  

Godõs conversation hearts  

Oops! 
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The Adult Sunday school will 

continue studying òGodõs Final 

Wordó by Ray C. Steadman until 

itõs conclusion when Lent 

begins.  

Once Lent begins, we will study  

òThe Way: Walking in the 

Footsteps of Jesus.ó By Adam 

Hamilton.  

Please feel free to drop in at 

9:45 and join us in the social hall!  



 

 

Q What is meant by the Methodist doctrine of 

òThe Witness of the Spirit?ó 

A ð The apostle Paulõs claim that the òSpirit 

itself bears witness with our Spirit, that we are 

children of Godó (Rom. 8:16) is the 

centerpiece of John Wesleyõs understanding 

of this doctrine, which is more commonly 

known as the doctrine of assurance.  

According to Wesley, òThe testimony of the 

A Methodist Minute  
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Spirit is an inward impression of the souls of 

believers, whereby the Spirit of God directly 

testifies to their Spirit, that they are children of 

God.ó  It is òinward consciousnessó of sins 

forgiven, joy of life, acceptance by God, and 

assurance of salvation.   

 

With Loganne as our new choir director, it 

has been decided that Tuesday choir 

practice will now start at 6:30 instead of 7 

pm. Practice usually lasts about an hour. If 

you like to sing and this practice time fits 

into your schedule, please come and join 

us as we prepare our music for Lent and 

Easter! 

Adult Choir News  

BIBLE QUIZ 

What unique characteristic of the judge 

Ehud enabled him to outsmart King Eglon of 

Moab, who had been oppressing ancient 

Israel?  

 

A. He was left -handed.   

B. He was blind.   

C. He was very fat.   

D. He was exceedingly strong.   

 

Answer: See Judges 3:12 -26. 



The United Methodist Women 

gathered on Monday January 30, 

from 10 to 11:30 to make 

Valentines Day cards . The cards 

will be distributed to Nursing 

Homes and the Thurman Brisbon 

Homeless shelter. The cards 

are a gentle reminder to many 

who are lonely, that they are 

indeed loved! 

Welcome Marty and Jackie Schleshinger  

On Sunday, January 

29th, Marty and Jackie 

transferred their 

church membership 

from St Lukes United 

Methodist in 

Yorktowne, VA  to 

Eastland UMC. Please 

welcome them warmly 

the next time you see 

them!  
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Welcome  Jack McNutt ! 

On Sunday, January 22, Jack 

transferred his church membership 

from Hope Presbyterian to Eastland 

UMC. Please be sure to give Jack a 

warm welcome when you see him! 

United Methodist Women  


